
� �� ��  א
	��א������     �١٥٥

�א
	��א������،�������
א��
��	
 ١٦٤−�١٥٥.�،���٢٩�������،٢٠٢٥،�א���
�٢٦א

10.62295/mazallah.v26i29.100https://doi.org/DOI:  
  
�

��א�������������:�����א�������א��
	�א����
	�א�������
� 

 )'&%$���#"�!א� 
∗
 � �

Abstract 

The Role of Women in Contemporary Arabic Fiction:  

Laila al-Othman as an Example 

The role of women in Arabic literature has been pivotal, marked by 
their active participation across diverse literary genres throughout 
history. From ancient times, women have made remarkable 
contributions not only in poetry but also in other forms such as 
storytelling and intellectual discourse. In the pre-Islamic era, figures 
like Safiyyah al-Bahiliyya, Hind bint Utbah, and Barra bint Abdul 
Muttalib emerged as distinguished poets. Beyond poetry, women 
contributed significantly to storytelling, and in the early Islamic era, 
notable figures such as Aisha bint Abi Bakr played a critical role in the 
transmission of Islamic knowledge and culture. In the modern era, 
women's roles have flourished, particularly in the field of fiction. 
Women have made invaluable contributions to the development of 
modern Arabic fiction, establishing themselves as key figures in 
contemporary literature and addressing diverse societal, cultural, and 
political issues. In Kuwaiti literature, women have played a 
transformative role, both as writers and as central themes in narrative 
works. This study is organized into four main sections: the first 
introduces the historical background of women's roles in Arabic 
literature; the second outlines their evolving presence in contemporary 
Arabic fiction; the third examines the specific contributions of Kuwaiti 
women writers; and the fourth offers a detailed analytical reading of 
selected works by Laila al-Othman, focusing on the representation of 
women as active subjects and as literary constructs. Methodologically, 
the research adopts a qualitative analytical approach based on close 
reading of primary texts, thematic analysis of narrative portrayals, and 
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contextual interpretation within socio-cultural and historical 
frameworks. The major findings highlight that Laila al-Othman’s 
fiction presents women in dual dimensions—both positive and 
negative roles—ranging from the oppressed and submissive to the 
resistant, empowered, and rebellious. Her narratives reveal the impact 
of societal norms, patriarchal structures, and historical change on 
female characters, while also offering subversive and emancipatory 
portrayals. The study concludes that women, both as authors and as 
subjects, not only occupy a central position in contemporary Kuwaiti 
fiction but actively shape its thematic direction and realist aesthetic.  

Keywords: Contemporary Fiction Writers, Role of Women, Laila al-
Othman, Kuwaiti Fiction. 
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