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Abstract
Orientalists and Their Role in Doubting the Prophetic Tradition (Sunnah)
and the Responses to It

Throughout Islamic history, there has been the emergence of deviant
sects and groups who rejected the Prophetic Sunnah and its use as a
basis for evidence of Shari‘ah. Among them are groups who openly
deny it, advocating for its total abandonment on the grounds that it was
unnecessary, asserting that the Qur’an alone retained everything
required. The other group acknowledges the authority of some parts of
Sunnah while rejecting the rest. Both positions undoubtedly deviated
from the straight path. The groups that reject the Sunnah were on the
verge of disappearing until the emergence of Orientalists and their
followers. The Orientalists played a significant role in creating doubts
and suspicions about the authenticity of the Sunnah, being well aware
that the Sunmnah constitutes the secondary foundation of Islamic
legislation. If they succeed in their efforts to doubt the Sunnah, it will
ease them to insert doubt in the Qur’an. By analyzing secondary data
comprising classical and contemporary manuscripts, as well as
scientific journals accessed through library resources and online
databases, this study adopts a qualitative approach and aims to
critically examine and establish both the authenticity and the essential
role of the Sunnah in Islamic Shari ‘ah.

Keywords: Sunnah, Orientalism, Orientalists, al-Istishraq.
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