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Abstract

Bengali is an Indo-European language, spoken by approximately 300
million native speakers. It is a rich language. The language consists of more
than 75,000 separate words. Naturally language borrowed words from many
other languages. Bengali also borrowed many words from Arabic, Persian,
Turkish, Sanskrit, Austro-Asiatic languages and many other languages due
to centuries of contact with these languages. Bengali has a long history of
contact with Arabic. There are many reasons behind this contact. We
discuss in this article about some of the important reasons, for which
Bengali language was being influenced by Arabic and borrowed words. We
have shown there were commercial, religious, and political reasons of
communications between Arabic and Bengali. We will also discuss in this
article the nature of words borrowed from Arabic into Bengali. Some Arabic
words were added directly without any changes like hakim (sS), some
other words changed extremely as mokkhom(G ) from muhkam (pSs<) or
slightly as chokra (&%) from sugra (s_==). Some of the borrowed Arabic
words are used with another Arabic word like Lakheraj (sitdster from Y
z!,3), some are used in Bengali with other English as Head Mawlana (x®
&), Persian as Zabardasti (S@@W$) or Bengali words as Kumatlab
(Fe=®). Hopefully this article will help us to understand the history, type
and nature of Bengali words borrowed from Arabic.

Keywords: Arabic words in bengali, Arabic influence on Bengali language
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