v

|l

STy Aol c@ﬂl Ul

PYIYY s 11 drola sl e pls Bl 3y pliny pol] sl

LA g ¥ Ay yad) jalall s 90 e JLisully ol oo 8,501 53

Ao L) dus) 4o

*
G plas| dess py HgiSAI

Abstract

[Early Arab contact with Bengal in the light of primary Arabic
sources: A retrospective Study]
The people of Arabia-especially of its southern part and coastal
areas were famous for their travel and seafaring. From time
immemorial the Arab travelled throughout the Mediterranean
Sea, the Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. As the land of Arabia
was mostly desert, they had to travel surrounding areas for the
purpose of trade in order to gain their necessary commodities.
After the advent of Islam in the early 7™ century CE their
navigation got a new dimension; the purpose of sea-travel was
now not only trade but also preaching Islam. For the purpose of
trade, they had visited southern coast of India, Bengal. Some
accounts of the 9™ and the 10™ century Arab travellers and
geographers (such as Sulaiman the Merchant and Ibn
Khurdajbeh) provide us supportive documents in favour of early
Arab contact with Bengal. Those writers left valuable accounts
on products which were found in abundance in this part of the
sub-continent. The studies that dealt with the subject matter
mostly depended on translation of early Arabic sources. In recent
years, some primary sources of Arabic travel literature have been
published. In this paper an attempt has been taken to conduct a
retrospective study regarding early Arab contact with Bengal
depending on the some original primary sources published
recently.
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All this points to the fact that the account of Sulayman is the earliest,

the fountainhead of all knowledge of the East for the succeeding
generation of writers and readers in Arabic. (Nainar 1948, 7)
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These kingdoms border upon the lands of a king called Rahmi,
who is at war with king of Haraz, and with the Balhara also. This
prince is not much considered either for his birth, or the Antiquity
of his kingdom; but his forces are more numerous than those of the
Balhara, and even than those of the kings of Haraz and Tafek.
They say that when he takes the field, he appears at the head of
fifty thousand Elephants; and that he commonly marches in the
Winter Season, because the Elephants not being able to bear with
thirst, he can move at no other time. They say also that in his army
there are commonly from ten to fifteen thousand Tents. In this
same country they make Cotton Garments, in so extraordinary a
manner, that no where else are the like to be seen. These Garments
are for the most part round, and wove to the degree of fineness that
they may be drawn through a Ring of a middling size.

Shells are current in this Country, and serve for small Money,
notwithstanding that they have Gold and Silver, Wood-Aloes, and
Sable-Skins of which they make the Furniture of Saddles and
Housings. In this same Country is the famous Karkandan or
Unicorn, who has but one Horn upon his Forehead... his Hoof is
not cloven; and from his Foot to his Shoulder he is all of a Piece.
The Elephants flies from the Unicorn... His flesh is not forbidden
and we have eaten of it. There are great number of this Creature in
the Fens of this Kingdom, as also in all other Provinces of the
Indies; but the horns of these are the most esteemed... All the
things we have here enumerated, are to be purchased in the
kingdom Rahma for Shells, which are the current money
(Renaudot MDCCXXXIII, 16-8).

sy ol i ade asiel 31 Gulw¥l g uLaBYI 13 3] giuy o oloiBYI LT o3
wlosglns 1955 a3l oyl dl iy 3,Ladl 5 I 1 (s 2ae 2 LA plosls 2ny
Py psaby Sagnally Sliagdl @il oly cadloys ol S ¢ oany s e Agplio
ols ey e Ll om0l 25T gl of W] ASLall 03 s Ubgmnls L gk
Gosredl) Ll sgus Ll ot Ty Baly o 1 0alSIl o gh on ) B gLl LIl
daiy $31 0,0l 8 5o aa ) sl oLl oLy 4dla> ol p32s L(VYY/Y (Yo
(W ATV il ool el

T DU ol o W oy DS Syl W 85 1 laglall g
gdwuyg&&@@%uost&oi A



£ Luﬂ| PP

015 Bagadl e § 3y bl (s gymtia by ol Sl 0o wlatio Gny Y
S T § L oslll Sy 0>

cogadl Lo oygiany LY

ol ol Lud gy L8

O sy ol a8 SI sag WM e pla WL § oam oSy e

523 2 = IS ay Sy (Shells) pasdl b ony ASlas 3 Andll Alanll 3ty Y
CFT 1444 Bl pdl) O s

2y 95 oyl Al Y

ol S lad Lglglis sl amy oy ey i DL i) oo s Ly

Aegadll Jlasl & >

J@Bl&é‘;&y&ggﬁ&ag.?MQngmJ&ogi

Sl 3 JSbs sy oy wlS I ol Cadisg oS3 Y LY iyl julall
ol ol 0, ¥ 31 b1 w31 g G els 3ld 4 oLS Ll i 2
oaiiss @3l sl Uymas § i YL Usals w0lS ol pd o JLiidl Ll
o 4z Oz Y oas e Il WLl bisiss wUlgasdl o orlial (2,855 LWl 48
Baldl Sl oy anly LSl Jgdo o) Toggro 1yl olSh o yald Ll LBl Laly . JL3YI
Dl iy Sgpall a8l (I3 e play 5aSTy (JUsl § slas¥l pS> i Tyl
elao ¥l LegSad il G wlySE Jes 0l ey GHIISIs Lase S5 10 &1l

Pl Al 3 Lo gl g Lo > d 01 L)1 000 3y

OLS 3l Ll LWl Bog 2l 53 sl oo a5 1 B,L1 Byl of 4ud s Y Lasy
s sy . Sl ! oSl Gl g § 4 859 JLil @slS $31y Gluay Loy
SAY £) Tbshy oly () Y08=114F) gl 2lgie Sl o3 i3l OIS il L
3 8ol Al Ll s e Lliles wlooglas oo g s ¥ A J1 ey (1PN
O a3 e BAlas I3 Y Gigodii of e Yy (Karim 1985, 29) JLisl
bl G131 ] b jaanssy Bagadl Lle Gudls 2] IO

Sgad)

Hi o—s S (aloeswood/agarwood) 3g—al ol 0935 oyl bl il Z_IL;JM ol
Elliot & Dowson ¢¥1 ¢1444 Slpdl €1V V4TV 4dloys ol) —aay o wladis



£y Bgaladioo) Ll yo 28 gV Ayl yoliall 290 e JLisdly ooyl oo § Sl B3I

E sy il e ol Gl Loy layye 19S5 g5 Loglall 0 ng (1867, 5
(98lid s Al Lgiblis Lolay — JLaidl ol Jormw 23 3o, o Ly c Ll
2 Lls Tlias o SIS 31 gl s 11y LaS s il oLl pgad 3o — cuglug
s Lim Iy gty w92l Ui Gb s Tyl Ol ) yocan 0LS G3I5 oyl
J=8 s Lagladl oion w5 0By L oWl amedlayd ol JUel ol Gl il 5
ploly JLsdl o el gLl oL e Guoliadl o1 3 ST ol S 4l

. (Allami 1989, 137) yppawaill sendl (0 1,85 LS s esls

Ladly caldll 0oy 39

iy L ety LShes 3 iy cad ]l aa s eSS Ll plalw olsly s
3ol ;”:uuj_;m OLS Loy . onadlly cnd Il i adie 9 S Ldgyme oY Giuodiig
Bl Jeamg LS (Ligslanl ) Ling) g8 ol ol jolall paony Lialel b i il
3 ol paall 1aa s LS (LSS Jad i l) Abladl sga sl o

.(Baruah 1985, 163) 0u3lg,5 | 5gslanl

o 3 a2 ae Olgas oSS!

ad 3l plgmadl gl oS SIL lae ¥l il e 15LS o yall Gudl iy LI o)
POl JUE > Slais by ol 0lsendl 13s Isioy JUilly aly (oo 2l 08
4SS ] S35 ¢ ol 4y g Lo slsmudl J) LI § Jidl 030 00SSII 1ny”
kb ] Jl ada) 0od 0o gmg o0 Yy 458, § Jaie 4 ety cOlsl 0 6 o3
oLIST a3 US> aandy o Jo¥ly p il 205 LaS iy g2y (e oy gu Jailly B>y
ST any Sloo 3 40T Y] sl Lol ST 8 aag Oyl 3y (P Bl
Ll ol 51b e iy Yl Lgde oy L 05,801 009y8 Sy Loyl 4y By
3Ly L e pgi s Uiy el Iy bo (oYl l) Lo 5 Lsdlls
Yoo Gogally oy £ gl Yor v Lobal ganday 19508 o g L2 o) Lyl
(T 1448 Bl crrr/y

OLS ol sy gl 0aS,SIL oy pnll olgandl ol ol pUL 4 o ol Sy Y Loy
Gogaadl 8 )le 4] &)lal LaS Wils LS Ll sy ,las¥ls .JLdl & 1)s090 s
i o8 552t Ui oy fofis 3 iy s 3,90 g8 wilSy LT 883l
Oy ol B35 L s Cu.?i o pl e Joy il lge 1 I e
el SVl el S5 sl eng 531y J5 )8 g3 s e pady g3 (SIETR)
0S80 g i



LYy Luﬂ| PP

uL_.:LC- é Qﬁ| — Y QS_.S)SJ‘ géi x_:_.o-a” Qb—,})ﬂ fa—a ()i J.:.S_.&‘J‘ b&__w;}“ O—09
Q.)_SJSJI Oj)—j Ot ;L.GM| J‘j_“ r|».:_.wﬁ ol pa c..o Qi 9929 ¢ Iy
il 03 g 0311 ] plgal 3a x5y L HladYls
(Shells) gagll B 00, dSlas 3 A3l J) ddondl cilsy
Ll ooy pdd ladll Sts pgaS Tydamg o Gga 195LS oyl UG JIg cndl il o
(:;’L"‘-.‘J'j (':L“'“ loglaay 190051 LY &3 ey 5,Ladll oy Lgie sudtiws wloglas
JUB ey Aslos 3 2230 illaddl sy . Lagislay Lagpe Sl olatdall 2230 )1 ilanlly
".(Ye séb,g.wj‘) Ll dng 231 s 529 éaj.ll 0o 3 Gaig SN oleale
Aol o olS (Ff%/shell) gasll o olwally Dolal Lebgamy ¥ 38 01 ol laglall oy
Jos 5555 U gy Ll ogtil] LIl Ablall LSl > poall] yaall S Jdlidl § 31
il s
g.oAJ JjL?.'i Qj).o@ istos
Ol aiSles Juaiy (3,008 Gl D any f3 caglagd ol JB =rs 3 yslanall ALl e
C.%}o é Cﬁj LoS) "QJJ.oLS" ji "Qj:oté" LS Qi a9 s Y Lo-05 ATV Nany 4-:5‘.)).5' R
Lladl oo 9 (Kamarupa/FE) s ,lS Lls) sl JSa)l o (18 cadloys ol we >l
gl Lol D¥g 055 o 0o Y eloalll oyl bl aall (s 0y 431y ool e LS
Qj:ols LS CJ.-.«,! 6JJ| De Goeje fJJLo.lU K[y ousd Ml} ﬁ.;SJI df;.hd.“ 4 .A%i LS
(¢ 43lo,> ¢l) Hodie Assam -
J_‘>T S il rL-aT L”jj_' Qﬁ).ols ji uﬁ).olﬁ S 95g go.bjj Qj;o@ SJjL?so &f‘;i Reresil RED
ol o2 Ll Loy 1 il oday ISy o5 0l 0o 0 Y gamy WSLeo 0L Ll sl 2
LY Tl polally wlbghadl Lulyy Gaas JI ppasd Isey 021 1 elale wle il
p>S)l 3¢ .oy Dowson 5 Elliot Ul oo JUsdly oyl o Sl JlasYl e aasl
Pl 130 3 BIHOE 4 ol b S5y Us 555 paséy o g 3wl

The use of kauris for money, the extremely fine cotton fabrics, and the

existence of rhinoceros in the country, would point to a locality on the

Bay of Bengal about Dacca and Arracan. If the neighbouring kingdom,

which Mas’udi calls Kaman, is the same as that which Ibn Khurdadba

calls Kamrun and places on the borders of China, there can be no doubt

that Kamrup or Assam is intended, and this identification, which is

exceedingly probable, will confirm the locality of Dacca as the probable
site of the Kingdom of Rahma (Elliot & Dowson 1867, 361).
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