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Abstract� �
The University of Dhaka is the oldest and largest university in Bangladesh. It 

was not just a university for higher education in East Pakistan (at present- 

Bangladesh), but also an educational center that has been working to guide the 

people in their needs since its inception. This university was established in 

1921 AD by the government of the British Empire to fulfill the various 

demands of the Bengali Muslims after the partition of Bengal in 1911 AD. In 

the early years of its founding, the University of Dhaka gained reputation so 

much that it was known as the "Oxford of East”. Its students and professors 

were playing an active and important role in educating the people of East 

Bengal and increasing the feeling of Bengali nationalism that begot freedom 

of the country. At the genesis of the university, department of Arabic began its 

journey led by the prominent nobles in the field of teaching Arabic language 

and literature. It was an important part of the university, which was known as 

the "Cornerstone of the University", as the first Vice-Chancellor of the 

University; P. J. Hartog (1864-1947) mentioned in his first speech in the 

Senate session on August 17, 1921AD. In this article, we will try to present 

the history of this department shortly. We adopted historical method in 

dealing with this phenomenon to reach the desired results.  
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Most of the colleges in Eastern Bengal were dominated by the Hindus directly 

or indirectly and the poor Muslim students failed to get the benefit of higher 

education from these institutions.�
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The (Imperial) government realise that education was the true salvation of the 

Muslims and that the Government of India, as an earnest of their intention, would 

recommend to the Secretary of State the constitution of a University at Dhaka. … 

the government of India were so much impressed with necessity of promoting 
education in a province which had such good progress during the past few years 

that we have decided to recommend to the Secretary of State the constitution of a 

university at Dacca and the appointment of special officer for education in Eastern 

Bengal. 
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‘‘The promise made by Lord Hardinge that the university would be founded at 
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The Letter further suggested that there might be a faculty of Arabic and Islamic 

Studies in the University.�
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We do not forget that the creation of the University was largely due to the 

demand of the Muslim community of Eastern Bengal for greater facilities for 

higher education, and we have assigned to the representatives of that 

community and important place on all the administrative bodies.�
���-+��£0 א��jא���>��Yא�F"1���9�F�C9�d,�א��������א� �א��\�Q�]-����:���+!����m	א��RO:�P� 9

�Y!W��،���0�1א)Rahim, The History of the University of Dacca,: 9:(� �
There should be the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies in the proposed 

University at Dacca.� �
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The professor of Arabic Should be an Indian Mussalman, trained in western 

methods and not an European, as originally proposed by the Calcutta 

University Commission. 
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