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Abstract
Arabic Children’s Literature in Bangladesh: An analytical study

The Arabic language has been a center of interest for students of Islamic
sciences in Bangladesh since Islam entered it. There are thousands of Islamic
Schools throughout it that focus on teaching the Arabic language as a second
language after the national language, because it is the language of the Holy
Qur’an, the Noble Prophet’s Hadith, and the language of Islamic sources.
This language continued to be studied and taught only to understand Islamic
sources such as books of interpretation, Hadith, jurisprudence, and others; the
literary, artistic, and journalistic side of this rich and abundant language was
neglected for centuries. However, a small number of scholars wrote some
religious books, including explanations of Hadith, explanations of
jurisprudential books, and explanations of scientific texts in the Arabic
language. As for Arabic children’s literature in its modern sense, it did not
receive the attention of those concerned with the Arabic language in this
country until the mid-eighties of the twentieth century, and in this decade the
language witnessed Arabic in Bangladesh is a literary movement and a new
awakening. A group of writers emerged and took an interest in the literary
and artistic side of the Arabic language. But their interests were and still are
limited to three aspects: the first: writing textbooks to teach the Arabic
language to children and young people, the second: writing books on the
biography of the Prophet and biographies of prominent Muslims for children,
and the third: issuing Arabic magazines and newspapers to encourage young
people to learn the Arabic language. This modest research will analyze the
three aspects of Arabic children's literature in Bangladesh. It will also
address the reasons for the current situation of Arabic children's literature in
Bangladesh, highlighting the duties of those concerned with it to develop this
situation, following the descriptive, analytical and inductive approach drawn
from reliable scientific sources and references.
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