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Abstract  

Mythological Aspects in Pre-Islamic Poetry - Selected Specimens  

In this research paper, we seek to examine some of the mythical 
phenomena in pre-Islamic poetry, which is considered a model of 
ancient Arabic poetry that has preserved its primitiveness and 
naturalness. Did our ancient poetry embody these phenomena? Did it 
express the collective memory of Arabs during that period? What are 
the most important mythological dimensions in the poetry of the 
ancient Arabs? To answer these questions, we adopted a two-part 
research plan: a theoretical part focusing on the foundations and 
mechanisms of the mythological approach, and an applied part 
exploring the aesthetics of the mythological dimensions in our pre-
Islamic Arabic poetry through selected poetic examples. We 
concluded that pre-Islamic Arabic poetry, despite its simplicity, 
contained mythological elements that were deeply rooted in the 
collective memory, such as self-esteem, ego elevation, and the 
sanctification of women and certain animal species. Their poetry 
revealed aspects of life that challenged the harshness and barrenness of 
the desert.  

Keywords: Mythological approach, pre-Islamic poetry, pre-Islamic 
poets, artistic aesthetic. 
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